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Rosguill Gaeltacht LCA is a distinctive rural peninsula that projects north into the Atlantic 

Ocean between Sheephaven Bay to the west and Mulroy Bay to the East, and is 

characterized by a diametric landscape consisting of mountains, plains, dunes and 

agricultural lands encompassed by a long and varying costal edge.  Intervisibility 

between this LCA and the adjoining peninsulas and bays adds an exceptionally unique 

dimension to the character of this area with many views out; extending as far as 

Inishowen over Fanad from the east of this LCA and over Sheephaven bay towards Horn 

Head from the west.  Traditionally a sparsely populated rural area sustained by farming 

and fishing with a significant fishing port at Downings that also had a successful herring 

fishing fleet until the outbreak of the 1st World War, trading with Russia and Germany. 

More recent development in the area has been linked to tourism and leisure with the 

expansion of Downings around the blue flag beach, and the development of one-off and 

small schemes of holiday homes and caravan parks.   

The sheltered, fertile agricultural landscape character type in the south of this LCA 

contrasts significantly from the exposed more windswept north.  A unique patchwork of 

rectilinear hedgerow bound fields on good quality agricultural arable lands are at 

variance to that of the rest of Rossguill.  This area includes estate lands of the infamous 

‘Lord of Leitrim’ including ‘Mulroy House’ (RPS) and estate, on the eastern shore at 

Rawross,  his Donegal residence, and the picturesque village of Carrigart that was 

‘improved’ and planned by the Leitrim estate in the late 1800s on an existing cluster 

settlement.  This LCA comprises of succinctly different landscape character types but 

there is a cohesive character and association within this area (and parish) uniting it. 

Rossguill LCA is within the Gaeltacht with a third of all people citing Irish as their first 

language. (To be clarified) 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Rosguill 

Gaeltacht  

LCA 22 

 

 



 

121 

 

Landscape Character types 

 

 

Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map/list Seascape units 

Seascape units 7 and 8 overlap with each other accross most of northern part of this LCA, 

seascape unit 7 extends into the south east of this LCA and seascape Unit 8 into the south 

west. 

Key characteristics uses: Low-lying agricultural lands throughout most of the area, with 

intermittent sections of elevated bog in the north and centre of Rossguill.  Tourist area focused 

on the seascape and landscape with numerous holiday homes and mobile homes peppered 

through the sescape units. 

 

Coastal edge: High sea cliffs with large rock outcrops,  stone and sand beaches along the 

north of Rosguill with low-lying sandy beaches, and silty estuaries and edges onto Mulroy Bay 

and Sheephaven Bay. 

 

Visibility: High degree of uninterupted visibility of Mulroy Bay and Broad Water to the south 

with high level of uninterupted views of the sea to the north. 

 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Gaeltacht, major fishing industry and aquaculture uses, Mulroy Bridge, Island Roy, extensive 

dune systems and ‘tombola’ linking Rosguill to the mainland. 
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Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Rosguill LCA has a unique and complex geology; the northern portion has a hard, 

granite, upland edge along the Atlantic Ocean along a southwest-northeast axis, that 

meets the sea as a rough and rocky coastline shielding lower inland pasture areas. 

The spur off to the north east of the main peninsula towards Melmore Head has a 

coastal edge of rocky projections separated by numerous sandy beaches. Historically 

this northern part of Rosguill had a sparse rural population huddled in clusters within 

low lying sheltered areas and much of this character has been retained, despite a 

considerable amount of holiday home developments and mobile home parks 

scattered throughout the landscape, particularly in and around Downings Bay. 

• A band of quartzite along a generally west to east axis separates the north of Rosguill 

LCA from the south.   

• South of this, on the western side of the peninsula overlooking Sheephaven Bay, a 

long substantial dune system meets the waters edge as a pristine sandy beach. 

Rosapenna Hotel and Golf Resort course are situated here.   

• The eastern side of the peninsula overlooks Mulroy Bay and Fanad, and for the most 

part the schist, quartzite and granite edges meet the shore as a silty soft edge to 

adjoining agricultural and pasture lands. 

• The contrasting geology gives rise to a varying degree of Landscape Character Types 

within this LCA ranging from upland areas of peat, bog and heath in the north 

interspersed with poor quality agricultural land; a large sand dune system below 

Downing’s around Sheephaven Bay and a band of better quality agricultural land 

running horizontally along the base of this LCA. 

• Of particular note is that the satellite imagery shows a greater area of land at the 

north of this peninsula than that in the historic OSi maps.  

 

Settlements 

 
 

• Carrigart: Carrigart is a small coastal Gaeltacht village that functions as a centre for 

the rural hinterland and also offers a tourism function, with an adjoining beach, 

shoreline walkway and public garden.  The first edition Ordinance Survey Maps 

(1837-1842) show Carrickart as a small linear settlement with a church, school 

house and Corn Kiln, Mill and Pond; the second edition illustrates the village after 

‘planned improvements’ by the Earl of Leinster’s estate in the 1800s, including the 

row of cottages on the west side of the street with a village green, hotel and a 

Presbyterian church and manse to the south of the village, more reflective of 

Carrigart today. 

• Downings: Downings is a small seaside Gaeltacht village overlooking Downings Bay 

and near to Rosapenna Golf Club.  Downings marks the beginning and end of the 
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‘Atlantic Drive’ a looped scenic route around Rossguill peninsula, its main function is 

tourism and there are a substantial number of mobile home and holiday home 

developments in the area.  Downings began as a clachan settlement near an old fort 

to the west of the Bay, growing as a fishing port following construction of the pier at 

the end of the 19th Century and more recently as a tourism destination.    

History, Culture and Heritage 

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments within this LCA focused mostly around 

the coast evidence of a long settlement history in the area. 

• This coastal location was historically of strategic importance and the ruins of Melmore 

Signal tower, a Napoleonic watch tower and remains of WW2 lookout are important 

landmarks within Melmore Head. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 9 RPS structures. 

• A large area of land within this LCA formed part of the Leitrim Estate and Mulroy 

House (RPS) and demesne within the southeast of this area were the Donegal home 

to the infamous 3rd Earl of Leitrim, whilst Carrigart was ‘planned and improved’ by 

the estate in the 1800s.  His heir the 4th Earl of Leinster was involved in the 

establishment of the nearby Rosapenna Golf club designed by Old Tom Morris from 

St.Andrews in Scotland. 

• The HLC identifies that this LCA is formed of a patchwork of Coastal lowland and soft 

rock, on the bay sides and Coastal Upland and hard rock Generic HLC-type to the 

Atlantic coast. The latter is typified by eroding cliffs topped with sea thrift and small 

beaches.  The tidal inlets of Sheephaven and Mulroy bay are highly productive 

biologically and attract migrant birds, as well as formerly providing “shore foods”.  

Salt spray from storms limits the productivity of agriculture and the growth of trees, 

giving the landscape an open aspect that is attractive to holiday makers. Long-

distance views and coastal landmarks are an essential feature of these types of 

headlands. 

Access and Recreation  

• The R245 goes east-west through the south of this area and the R248 spurs 

northwards off this to Downings.  A network of county roads radiate from these 

including the looped ‘Atlantic Drive’ that circuits the Rosguill peninsula, the ‘Wild 

Atlantic Way’ also follows this route and includes ‘Discovery Points’ at the head of 

Rossguill Peninsula and at Island Roy. 

• There is a very strong tourism and leisure industry within this LCA focused on this 

landscape and seascape and in particular around the Blue Flag beach at Downings.  

Activities in the area include golf, fishing, sea angling, mountain walks and 

watersports.  

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 1,250ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA) and 1,346ha of pNHA sites; most of the coast of the area, Melmore, and the 

dune system below Downings are designated Natura 2000 sites. 

• Mulroy Bay and Broadwater are designated (in parts) as SAC, NHA and pNHA. 

• The majority of this LCA north of Carrigart is exposed to the Atlantic and has a 

marked lack of trees with boundaries defined more by stone walls.  

• In the south of this LCA, landscape pattern of deciduous hedgerow trimmed small 

and medium irregular and irregular shaped fields, contrasts starkly to the more 

barren north.  
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Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network and particularly along the coast. 

• Further inappropriate Holiday home development 

• Caravan parks 

• Renewable energy development. 

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion  

• Coastal development 

• Flooding 

• Tourism and tourism product development.  


